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challenge directly the Gol's decision to proceed with the Xayabusi Dam,
buit it does have implications for the PPA botween EGAT and ﬂnm
doveloper. Given that EGAT plans to buy 95 percent of the project’s

er (atsd that the project’s construction is ause than half complete),
the implications for the constraction (sl wonld be signifacant should the

I'PA e cancelled o5 a nesult Of the court Case.

Conclusion: Water justice and sustainability
Across rural maintand Southeast Asta, direct acoess o and sustainable
nestricahly tied 1o peopio’s well-being.
Loss of access 10 natural resources including due to hydropower dam
construction — i a hreat 1o livelithoods, and also o hurman nghts Tiw
construction of a lasyge hydropower dam significantly redistributes acoess
1o ankd control over river related nesopeoss from fiparian communitios
to the operator b dam and (o the corssimess Oof vlectriaty Benehit-
sharing mechanisms, where thew oxlst have significant shortcomings n
practice (Sahardiman et al 2014)
Intemnationally, tHwere is 4 growing recognition of the relatiomship
betweoen the environment and taiman righis, including the Right to Waler,
although In Southerst Asia the recognition of these righls often scems
distant. This chapter has proposed the heurlstic framuwork of “arenas
of water fustice” as a tool to analyie the various legal processes of water
governance that exist arournd large hydropower projts on transboundary
rivers. while at the same time recognizing that legal processes are only

wse of natural resources are |
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